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Books ab >ut Afi. i s« l one another with

tin- rapidity of summer novels, but not often
ù i they yield aa much refn shm nt to the reader
ns one of th phi meisc. As a rule, th« y are

superficial or loo technical, too sportsmanlike
tr toi dull. From all these defects and from

every oth r that the fastidious critic might de-
viso í'ir Harry Johnston's new volum is captl-

-»»w .3^-iu. vatlngly free, it might
be paid that he had nol
had a partit ularly on-

, Racing theme. British

/ f ^*^$*$^î '.'¦ '""'ral Africa In not one

/ \ > v'JvtiÀ "' tho most faarlnat"

\ ¡Pr&^kL^ it d es not matter.
/ V í'^ , >V Jí?£w», -'ir Dar rv Join.-tn en'

.Vi 'T, *
' -<á;>',^Vr: ¡!">s l '"^n tliat ''""'

! ¿J! i \i v '/<t/ turn f:ir ,t'sa .,rüml!,in
tw

' l'*'/i'' / mati-rlal into something
Ta /'''''/' very like literature. He

\aVJyr\. Is that rar»-:! of I) pes in

Fin nARitT Johnston, modern letters, a prac¬
tical man who has the narrator's irift at his
finger tip-.. Furthermore, he Is extraordinarily
versatile; he Is so richly equipped an author, in

fact, that it would be unfslr t discuss the sub¬
stance of ibis volume without first touching
upon the peculiar qualifications he possessed
for bringing it within our reach,
The author of tins work was appointed lier

Majesty's Commissioner and Con ul General to

British Central Africa In Is'."'. Prior to that

lime be had sp nt some years In the service
of hi.< Oov rnnicn' In Afriia; ha had been

largely Instrumental In bringing the district
lie now descrlb >s und r the British proli turate,
and he bad, Indeed, suggested the name which
It now beam it stands today largely a» hut
handiwork, and it so stands because he is s

perfect example of the Kind of man England
finds, sum. how, to extend h« r Empire, even In

the darkest resdona In his subjugation, sa

it may well be railed, of British Central Africa,
be has exert Ised high military skill and even

higher administrative capacities. That mm h we

might have >ar*ied from the newspap« r n »rts
In the print d record of his work he shows
those oth r qualifications which have l»een »re¬

vealed by his re cdlng writings on kin Ir< 1 t >p
les, but which at«- here revealed at full length.
He knowa th »r lughly the phyi leal geography of
his State, and has the power t.» describe it In

warm, vivid prose. He knows the history of
r.ritish Central Africa lo the core, lie has In¬
sight Into the character of the natives and s

deep familiarity with their customs, their re¬

ligion, tleir mental and moral status. Read
his chapters on the botany and soology of the
country, ,.i-l you w luid take them f-»r the oro-

du Uon of i iallsts who had never ;;...n a

thought t i-,;, thing but thi Ir He
Is not ri>nti i.t with ¿B Ing his reader the ft
Informât! m about the .lave trade, the Ian
guac. i of the r »untry, the ml- donarles und the
European I tiers, He Im lud« a a s« rl« a of let¬
ters from an Imaginar) rorresp r. ¡- tit calcu¬
lated to give the Intending colonist a perf.-ct
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Idea of th outnt ho t, ! the work h will
have to In and the mai m r of life hi a III l--a-l.
be thi In one- ... homing t ¦¦ on th«
r " ral api -i in.f ii- Itlsh Cenlral Afrl i,
an I, on t »p of ..;; thi . i., H -A j(,,

up« ri» Illti ni'.., n-n lly di iwn or photo-
grapl : hin If, When he tells ns how !.
-l re -1 th.- at ma of the State und It ; ig«
stamps, and, on page :;."..', drops Into musical
notation In order to convey the call of the
African cuckf-o, there is nothing to do but to
throw up one's hand and admit that b--r.- is
an Admirante Crlchton Indeed. Tel the bo k
lias red an ounce of pit nee in it It Is Just'
thu vigorously written w.»rk of a man who
takes Lu tjiita as be lakes bis duties, quite us

matters of cour.-'-. There Is no priggta*nneSa1
here, nor is there any of the British Insularity
which Is so frequently encountered in English
books on African subjects. Like Lord ('romer

in Egypt, Sir Harry Johnston in Africa is a

model, and his book i¿ like him.
Sir Harry Johnston seta one question at rest

in which the world at large lias almost as much
lnt< rest as In the actual nature r,f the domain he
administers, the question, namely, of Portuguese
rights In the land. Tor some Occult reason there
have been in the press and elsewhere many hit¬
ter things said about the action Of the flovorn-
ment at Lisbon at the time England established
her protectorate. The Berpa Pinta expedition
claimed to be purely scientific, and before sir

Harry Johnston km-w |t the Portuguese were

aiming 10 take control of the Shire province.
The Portuguese Govern« r at Mossmblque ap-

potnted Lieutenant Coutlnbo "Governor of the

Bhlre" before ihe hum». Government of either
nation had a chance to Interfere. The British

press jump, d to the conclusion that Portugal
had acted in bad faith. But Sir Harry Johnston
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protest! that the whole llfnVulty lay with Pot¬
's repi in Afrli a. not with the

r. ign -Mi- > at i. »n, and thi uj hot of tl
..-.. .-..-.;..- that I Is i Ighl I' tug '1

willingly f.'II In wl'h tl plai f Kngl ind, arel
Ihe H n r hnd no difficulty In

¡. Hut it had
th the native and our

. | | .: it alt« rn i

f elemental v

u u :,u.ir In Anglo Afrli an bis-
He had valus «te ., .md the i

na ar* ntinii-i ufsm v. i.i ii he
f hi , but

:ni ta I skill the
1 fppi ire. On the

n ft
. thai

of ih Al inga, In
tpttire «»f Ml'.zl. a )-|¡ i i

.'..-,: 1
ttail I. Sir 1 larrj

fi Sikh and ufl had ;-i\ n Up
.': i h ise, Uatidawe had i. ma ned

I, I i-iTtaln thai there n as Bom

t hid g place \ 1er .m Intei \ al, dut Ing
ins n- 1 i- !'. ly qui« :. he fain :¦ d he he .. d

. ;.¦. il..!. ; und r ground. Iri he coi

i.i i tea I, md Ulldi the
i ... an ¦.! - nlng !. adlng : i an un ¡-

:-.nl chamber. Crawling undei tl bed, !'¦ n

d.i...- In ird Ml o li Who Is there?' Mim-
.: Swahili, i: i. plli I, 'i-, la I,

..' a-, ti led to the un rgro ind
-, b< :. hi :' -und Mlozl !.. .:. guai !. d by '

.: a ir. U indawe hs 1 no weapon
.v11 Ii him. but threw himself Upon the man and

i.i 11 .: fr .... him, whli h be thi n ran

Ihr«.ugh lui 1. ly. Turning lo Mlozl, he threat*
n l lo kill him at once un lesa be followed him
without resistance. Mlozl, who was stupid with

Bound, »lid so, .-mi hi w.u¡ safely brought
Into the amp by II inda w

The pa n ida like a fragment of martial
romance, and there la something akin to the
speech of novelisUc savagcj In Mlozi's words

when sentenced to be handed. "What Is the

good?" he asked, when an opportunity was or»

f.r.-d to him to defend himself. "These people
are resolved that I shall die. My hour is come

But In this fatalistic attitude lies the secrc: of

much of Sir Harry Johnston's succès. He MM

to fight frequently and tight hard, but the na¬

tives are now content with the protectorate.
They have accepted it not sullenly, perhaps, as

tfloal accepted his sentenca, but with the same

..let conviction that there is nothing nmre to be

said. And certainly they have been thei gainers

by British administration. We use that las

epithet rather than "colonization," for, to ten

he truth. England has won few emigrants to tue

Shire Highland* The land Is beautiful and

fruitful the climate Is a mixture of exceaalTS
hi at and cold, but It Is not unbearable, and the

success of the few planters and traders already

in the country seems to point to a smooth road

for more Europeans. Yet malaria continues to

be more or less rampant, and while S.r Harry

robnston presents a ilattering table of develop¬
ment for the short period of the protectorate, be

is nevertheless cautious in his advice to settler
it Is on., more "f his \lrtues as an historian
and concludes, candidly: "I might state wit

Truth that 'but' for malarial fever this eountr

would be an earthly paradise; the but,' how

-, Is a very big one." Sir Harry Johnato
i tils I -i .. upo:, the discovery of some ant

dote to the fever. If drugs .an be discovere
"which will n..ik.- t;:.. treatment of the diseaa
and recovery therefrom almoat certain," h

.« that British Central Africa will becom
the haven "f thousands In the mean time, I

a, if t'ne land would remain Indefinitely
-.. ii '¦¦ fu tl n ..f African domain which Eng
land .\.:i ix,: ;t and yet leave, perforce, In th

of a few Europeans The blacks -¦-.-!

'. certain of b< ing li ft to their o» ti da
vices. ''.-' eoui -. there are tal ; .-f land-grab

-, i :¦

... II

i. || hi i .- bout mu. !i pr- lit .. ruing m thi

natives Imm dlately concerned. La: :'.; Harry
Johnston depicts an administration raj.idly

Ing m adaptability and beneficence as well
.is in power.
lb ads are spreading, bridg s are getting them-

built, and a mail service has been estab¬
lished th.- native members of which arc >i ;

to iheir duties, "Caaes have been known where

postal carriers have been <i¡-' .sied in the cross¬

ing "f flood) I rivers by their obelinac) p. not

parting from their mall-bags ami wie re they
have fought bravely and successfully against
odds in an attack by highway robbers." The

luntr) is fairly well policed and will be In

better and better sha; «. as time goes on if the

prcs.nt wcll-orgsnlsed force Is developed. Jus-
lb e is administered under clrcumstsncea often
rather primitive« the colic.-tors who haw» Judi¬
cial warrants exercising their powers In districts
far from the seat of the Residency at /.omba,
.but WO Judge from what Sir Harry Johnston
sayfl that there Is no mistaking the beneficent

spread "f law In British Central Africa. Finally
he observes that the total amount of trade done
with th.; country in JblM wag £I>ü,'.»txi in value
In 1908 the year's trade w-u computed ut
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BRET HARTE'S PROOF THAT A SEQUet,
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Miss archer ARCHER Rv ciara '...
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Yeats, l.'nio. pp. SB. Umctnans, Orara fifSf
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It is a:i accepted tradition that all sequela a«.

bad. The wilting of a good on., now and th
Is only the exception that proven th- ru|p »,

'

this is no reason why we should »ok askance at
the exception when it happens along, and th
we can delight In Hret Harte's new book, thouah
In the most barefaee»! manner it "takes UP th«
thread of the narrative" where Hi author I
it in "Earker's Lu-k," a volume of sturieg nUK.
lished a year or more ago. The pn ,:. Iit la|e
good that it almost eclipses Its pri leeeaWf I
is not only longer ami more complicated, rich
in episodes and dramatic surprises, and then»
fore more intoreatinj», but It la In Bret Harte'»
beat vein. The Pacific Slope has not lost in
charm for him, or Its Inspiration. He goej |ajS
to the old scenes and the old Rg ires Sdlasaj
wearylns of them, and he does i »I w-ary hij
read'-r. On the contrary, it is as :: he novelist
hrd quietly resolved to «how in l.o-.v firgi hi»
grip remained, how little ground real fear
there was In those various rec« nt orlea Jf fc^
which have been below his highest .1. '«thr»»
Partners/' shows us that the old skill is aun ac¬

tive, that the old spirit is still rlgoi »us, and «¦.

welcome the familiar cornrades, ::;¦. familiar
heroine and her foil, the familiar . illain mmt

the thrice familiar gambler. They tve trod th».
boards before, but the glamour of ti.,. novelist'»
mimic, world is over them, yet. j ick HamLa,
the gaunbter of this latest story, ts rhapa th»
best Illustration of Hret Hartes fr.-Bhnesa Cf
touch. HOW many Unies has be i it brought
this personage upon the scene with I ¦ unerrinf,
aim, his spotless linen, his dissipa' -, and ta
flashes of chivalry? We know him of old, but
Jack Harnlin is none the less lovabl« r all that
The hint of melodrama, too, »wit . whisk th»
story Is brought to an end we r- g\ le at ont»;
no one but Bret Harte could have r ught it h
in exactiy such a way. Tel we It Th»
whole book, in fact, takes hold of the ¡marina-
tion and holds it fadL Ho long a üret Han»
can do that he will be Lightly bla 1 for ya»
ca-si-mal fallurea,
Th.-re la one masculine type h derer

women apparently find it easy to paint it i» th«
man who is physically attractive .-. unstabl»
as water and as bad as the cowai arkJch ac-

RhT:T HARTE.

companies his weakn« ¦ will let !.
this sort of hero should s» ¡i.-i
Imagination Is a Question it n --. :

to dbx uss, but not by any crltl
.¦ >-. Mrs. R:- !!: .id .,

list of dames .-f the pen who have
a p rtralt with more or leaa lit

tlcular she fails as most of her pr d
fail. 1 she does not make her i r

clnatlng as the s» heme of her .--:

Huit he should Seem. Rut such

very much alive, and s«-r\e-< .\

point an obvious moral. The
are vividly If slightly drawn, an 1
on the whole, entertaining, SUgg
to human nature.
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Mrs. Rurton Harrison's undoubt« ' sers SI
at their lest in her short sketches ' so-call*.
society of the day.aketches whl :....:?-.
tasteful, graceful, and which hav h an *}.

propriate note of humor, of I itl .' »jatt*
Has* historical novel, dcalir..- with :ution*»7


